ELLON MOTORCYCLE CLUB. JANUARY 2000
NEWSLETTER

Hi,
Welcome to a new year and shortly, a new season of motorcycling,

We decided to send out this newsletter to bring everyone up to date
with what's happening with regards to the Club's plans for 2000 and to
provide a bit of a review of the year gone by.

It's the intention to bring out a newsletter every two months in order to
keep everyone informed of what's going on - which will supplement

what 1s discussed at the regular meetings on the first Tuesday of every
morth,

Since we were last 'on the road' collectively as a group, a number of new
members have joined, with some others having expressed a wish to
become involved with the club, who are intending to join up soon.

It's great to see you all - and hopefully we will all be able to enjoy a
variety of things planned for the year, more of which later !

For everyone's benefit, now's a good opportunity to clarify just how the
club is structured. The main club meetings take place on the first
Tuesday of each month, throughout the year. These meetings are
preceeded by a 'run out' on the bikes during the biking season when we
have the light nights and sets off from outside the Buchan at about
7.30p.m. This takes about an hour, after which we re-convene at the
Buchan lounge for the meeting and stay there until closing time.

On the third Tuesday of each month, we have a more 'informal’
meeting, with a run if enough people want to go out, with the format
being more of a 'pie, pint and a bit of crack’. :

The club's committee meets on the second and fourth Tuesday's of each
month to attempt to bring direction, ideas and organisation to how
things are planned and arranged. The committee meetings are open to



all, to ensure that anyone with an idea or plan can get the opportunity to
tell people what they want to see happening.
On occasions, a month can have 5 Tuesday's in it -- and when such
things happen, there will be some of the members who will turn up at
the pub, as normal.
We also have a 'big’ Sunday run on the third Sunday in each month,
which leaves from the County Garage (next door to BP) at 10.00am.
These are usually organised so that each rider gets a route-plan on
paper, giving the road numbers, distances, fuel-stops, etc. as well as the
'feeding arrangements' which have been organised prior to the run
taking place. Anyone who was on the Lecht' run last year will recall the
'Silver Service' which we got at the Monaltrie in Ballater - (despite
Cuth's wheelie across their car-park 1)

e try to have a less formal run every other Sunday in the month,
leaving from the same starting point, but at 1.00pm instead.

Having tried a variety of 'formats' with the runs - we've established that
the best way to run them is to have recognised 'Stop and re-group'
points along the way. This allows the quicker people to have a 'blast' and
the slower ones amongst us to ride at their own pace and nobody gets
out of touch.

Finally then, for this introductory piece' - a word of thanks to everyone
who helped make the Club's first year a big success. We have finished
the year on a sound financial footing, (See Verner Hill's "Treasurer's
Comment' page further in), which is absolutely vital for any
organisation like this - and in a very healthy state in general terms.

Year 2 will see us going from strength to strength and we will be able to
offer the members bigger and better events and activities, more of
which shortly !
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Review of the first year :

1. Sunday Runs. The Runs proved to be pretty successful. There were a few
'interesting’ incidents on a few occasions and it took a wee while to establish just
how the day should be structured. We tried a number of permutations in an
attempt to keep people all together, but these proved a little impractical. As the
year went on though, we got it "essentially” right - and the trips all provided a lot
of fun. ( as well as a lot of rain and a lot of yellow virago's going totally the wrong
way, it has to be said )

2. Runs to Events. A Dozen or so bikes and riders made the short trip
soutwards to Knockhill in Fife for the MCN British Superbike Series Scottish
Round in the Summer. We'll do this again in 2000 - details will follow later in the
year.

In early September, 25 bikes went from Ellon to the Motorcycle Convention at
Alford. It was a fairly impressive sight going in convoy through the town. The
event itself was perhaps a little disappointing, having become a bit of a victim of
its own success really. That said however, its our 'Local’ event and we'll no doubt
make the trip there again this season.

3. Bikers' Quiz Nights. We've had two of these very 'light-hearted' affairs,
which have been highly successful in raising money for the club to aliow us to
do some of the 'Charitable’ things we achieved later in the year. From the
‘Quizmaster's' point of view - these events are a great laugh, and its hoped
that for those who participate, the feeling is mutual. We'll start the season off
with another one, for the meeting on the first Tuesday in February. Paula has
kindly helped me out with some more questions - hope to see you all there,

4. Trailer. The club has its own trailer for members' use. Its kept at Colin
Wright's house and is equipped with ropes, tiedown straps, etc. Feel free to
make use of it - its yours !

5. N.E.C. International Motorcycle Show. A few of us took a trip to
Birmingham to take in the show. All [ can say is "First Class' il Anyone who can
make it next time around, should do so.  The 'Luxury' coach turned out to be



luxurious in the fact that there were seats in it which were actually bolted to the
floor and faced forward - but somehow that added to the fun of it,

We'll arrange to go again this coming November - details to be established a little
later in the year.

6. Regalia & Clothing. After a bit of discussion, we got the 'fogo' sorted out
and then rapidly got a range of clothing etc. into production, all of which is ‘very
fetching indeed'!  If you haven't seen any of it - get a hold of Graham 'Anthea
Redfern’ Ewen and ask him to give you a 'twirl’ , as he can be seen sporting a
variety of tee-shirts, fleeces, polo-tops ete. around the town on a regular basis !
It's all priced very competitively and we now have enough examples to know that
itis of a pretty damn fine quality.

If you want to view the catalogue of what's available, check out prices or order
something - the Club's Regalia Secretary is the lovable Alan Morris who can be
found at 20 Ness Circle or phonad on 01358 722211, Whatever you need,
clothing-wise, Alan's your man ! { Anything else you would like him to 'help’ you
with - please negotiate your own rates with the man himself. Its understood that
he can be very 'accommodating' )

7. 'Camping it up with Alan I Speaking of the erstwhile Mr.Morris - he
organised and ran what proved to be an outstanding week-end trip 'up North'
which afforded those lucky enough to be able to attend, a taste of some of
Scotland's finest motorcycling roads and spectacular scenery.

Alan has written an account of the weekend's events - please see ( and enjoy)
the next page !



Alan’s weekend Tour.

The first ever Ellon Motor Cycle Club week-end tour took place on the 27th of August 1999.
Eleven hardy souls turned up on the Friday night as set off for our first stop at Evanton in
Ross-Shire. Most of us arrived on site between half past eight and nine o’clock just as dusk
was falling. Once tents were erected some set off to Alness for some eats and some went to
the "Novar Arms” where we discovered a back room that stayed open far too late!

The next morning we upped sticks and headed down to the Transport Cafe for the usual
bikers breakfast (Two lightly buttered crumpets, some orange conserve and a pot of Earl Gray
tea, don't ya know}-aye that'll be right. Then it was off over Struie hill (and Deirdre’s littie
mishap) via Bonner hridge, Dernoch and The Mound to Lairg. Dry roads, minimat traffic and a
bit of sun made this lots of fun. From Lairg we took the single track road to Ledmore Junction.
Ledmore junction is just that, a junction in the middle of no-where and is sasily missed, isn't in
boys ( lots of black lines left on the tar here | think), We stopped for lunch at the Seaforth Inn
in Ullapool, they were expecting us and even had the car park coned off for our arrival. | think
a good lunch was enjoyed by all. After lunch we set off for our over night stop at Gairloch but
stopped off on the way to see the famous Corrieshailoch Gorge with its scary “shaky bridge”
quite a site. Most of us arrived at the camp site in Gairloch in the late afternoon (with one
notable exception-Neil). Again tents were erected and tea brewed, some of the younger and
more adventurous of the company got showered, shaved and perfumed and were off to
explore the nightlife, 1 think they were back in half and hour, sorry guys, we'll go to Wick next
time (a night club and lots of bars). Our wayward member (N.R.) turned up after having taken
the “scenic route”, I'm think he’d found the run less than and had decided to do some
navigating of his own.

Sunday morning dawned grey and windy, we had some hastily prepared and eaten bacon
butties and set off to fuel up,-ah ha- this was Sunday on the west coast, no petrol on sale
here. Off we set at an easy pace to get petrol at Kinlochewe, Trevor ran out of fuel at
Talladale Forest but we siphoned some from our tanks and we all made it to the filling station.
After leaving Kinlochewe Johns bike broke it's gearbox so we called the RAC. Neil Rothnie
stayed with him until they arrived and then made his own way home. Deirdre, Bob, Verner
and Lisle took the short way home while the rest of us took that amazing road from
Achnasheen to Loch Carron-YEEHAA! While Gerry Chapman and | tried to catch the
youngsters they missed the turning to Loch Shiel so we passed them without knowing it and
spent the rest of the afternoon trying to catch bikes that were behind us.

The heavens opened while Gerry and | went having lunch at Inverness, and after that we had
a damp but enjoyable drive home. Everybody else made it back safely as weli. | think every
one averaged over 500 miles for the weekend.

Want to do somthing similar next year?

Alan M.

Footnote ; In the interests of 'balanced' journalism : Neil Rothnie was desperate to make the
point that he furnished Mr.Morris with copious quantities of whisky during the weekend, from
his own personal 'pannier-stocks'. ( Its been heard in certain quarters, that Nefl Rothnie is
just 'desperate 1)

A



8. Christmas with Ythanvale. Due to the club's fundraising efforts over the

year, we managed to donate a new Xmas free complete with multi-sequential
lights display to the old people of Ythanvale Home. We also managed to
donate a hamper of ‘Goodies' to the residents and staff and made a day of it
with a short run to the home with 'Santa & Mrs Claus' and their elves on board
the Panther & Sidecar outfit with around 9 or 10 bikes in 'hot' pursuit. Our
efforts were extremely well received by Ythanvale and were covered by the
Eflon Times. Club President, Keith Chalmers, gave a brief address to the
residents and we were given tea & biccies while we were there.

Graham Ewen made a video of the events of the day, and has put a musical
accompaniment to it. Its been shown at the Buchan once already, and is a
hoot ! If you missed it - see Graham about getting a look. !

In all seriousness - thanks to everyone for their efforts with this venture. .. it will
pay dividends for the club's standing in the town for a long time to come.

9. End of Year 'Bash’ Great night, wasn'tit ??  Stunning Raffle Prizes,
Plenty of Booze, Steve Hughson's Travolta-esque’ dancing routines, Keith &
Alun's "mysterious pricing structure” at the door, D.C cleaning up on the
raffle, Charlie Ross's tattoo'd hareem, Big Steve's ever-present hat, Paula's
hugs, Janice's Balloon ( No, NOT Phil Linton !! - the sheep balloon 1)
Cuthill's Plaque, Verner's total lack of sobriety .....

Yes Please ...lets have some more of that |

{ We'll organise another one for Easter, if you want one )
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Verner’s Verse i
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Now o few short words from the freasurer...makes achange |,

A big thank youto alt who have blown the cobwebs of their
wallets and dug deep Yo pay their subs on time and also buy raffle
tickets or attend the ever-populdar quiz nights. At the end of 1999,
we have inthe region of £ 7%0 in the bank, as a firm base with
which we can build, Well put some of this To Qood use in 2000 !

I want to take this opportunity of reminding you of semething
which may be very usefulfo anyone wanting fo undertake any of
the planned trips this season,

The ciub has set yp the facility for anyene whe wants Te, to atlow
youto pul money away into atotally separate bank account in
order for youtosave andsubsequently finance alior at least
part of any bike ciub trips you plan to undertake. This canbe
done as a’standing order® when your pay hits your own personal
bank account,

Its alltotally fraceable and accountable - anyone wanting to
get further defails or wishing to set this up, please contact me at
daclub meeting or on Ellon 723031and I get it organised for you,

We willbe enfering our secondyear in March and affer some
discussion, we believe that we should keep the annual
subscription the same as last year, at £1500 each,

What we will do, however, s open the club up to what couldbe
considered 'associate’ members —ie.Where a member has a
partner (or youngster etc ) who wishes to be involved inthe
club’s activities, but doesn't actually have their own bike. We
would then make this ’joint’ membership £22 50 for the year. The
non-bike-owning member willbe entitled Yo all the same benefits
as the biking member - the shop discounts, club badge etc.,

This seemedto be a good way of encouraging family members
into the club and helps keep the finances heatthy in the process !
Youcan pre-pay for next year now, if youso wish - withsubs being
due in March,



Finally - once again, very many thanks for your continued support
to the club and its activities. I am conscious that we do get you
dipping intfo your pockets regularly for a pound for araffle here, o
poundto enter the quiz there ...bul all of this ensures that we are
goingto be able to accomplish many things in the future -such as
subsidising transport o proposed socialevents, making the
occasionalcharifable donation ( which raises the club’s profile
locally) etc,

I'lsee youon the road again soon,
Alithe best,

Verner Hill,
Club treasurer.
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ADVERTISMENT

OIL !!

DON'T FORGET !!
WHEN YOU COME TO SERVICE YOUR BIKE IN TIME FOR THE NEW
SEASON --

YOUCANGET TOP QUALITY "REPSOL
SYMTHETIC OIL AT ANUNBEATABLE PRICE!

Phone Steve Ewen on 07801 132978
For Full Details, While Stocks Last.




EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES FOR 2000.

The up-coming events are as follows :
Where there are deadlines indicated ... these are Vital 7
if you miss them -- you miss the opportunity !

» Quiz Night. -- First Tuesday in february. 8.00/ 8.30pm. Buchan
lounge. Usual 'High-Brow, intellectual jousting!" ( NOT 1)

» IMPORTANT I Club A.G.M., First Tuesday in March. - Election of
new committee, by vote, in person, (or nominated proxy, in writing, for
offshore / shift working members) on the night. Please endeavour to
be at this one | Ch Aye, and mind your subs, if you can !!

(The Scottish Bike Show is on at Ingleston around the 12%. )

> Proposed 'Start of Season Bash' Disco & Stovies night - close to Easter
in April -- Full Details to be announced shortly. Also - we intend to do
something charitable again, for Easter. Deirdre Miller is currently
‘aiding and abetting’ the committee in finalising how we structure this
one ! We'll also have full details of the Aberdeen M.A.G. " Egg-
Run" (which we hope to have a presence at) available for you by the
February meeting.

> Club Outing to the NORTHWEST 200 Road racing in Northern Ireland.
There are 5 Pitches for tents BOOKED at Portrush, very close to the
circuit and all the nightlife etc. If you want to go - you need to get
your deposit of £15.00 to Verner Hill by the First Tuesday of February's
meeting at the very LATEST. The Ferry, and your campsite will cost
you approximately £ 70.00 (inc. your deposit) for the weekend.
( Petrol & Spending Cash not included)
Get in quick, if you want to go | It's the Weekend of
5t . 7, of MAY. -- & You'll need the Friday off work.

> June: (Exact Date to be confirmed) is the first of TWO ( yes, TWO !f)
of the now infamous 'Alan Morris' Camping Trips up North. Numbers are
likely to be limited to approximately 10 / 12 -- Will inform you of the
details in due course !

Continued .........



> Proposed Club Summer Bar-B-Que. - July. At an ‘as yet unspecified'
location | We're currently looking into doing this at Balmedie Beach
Recreation Area, and will hopefully lay on transport, which will be very
handy in the unlikely event that you may partake of a shandy or two.
(Asif 1)

August { Date to be confirmed ) Sees the second of the ALAN MORRIS
trips up North. Likely to be heavily in demand, so start planning early !
The British Superbikes will be on at Knockhill again this month too....
We'll organise to go down, closer to the time. ('Go down' to Knockhill,
thatis It )

WSB. ASSEN, HOLLAND.

Neil Cuthill will have all the details by the meeting in February. He will
need to have firm, financial commitment from anyone wishing to make the
trip, very shortly after that - not for the club’s benefit, but because this is
one of Europe’s premier biking events and is incredibly well attended. Its
flikely he will need names and more importantly ' funds ' by the end of the
first week of February. The more people who go...the cheaper it will get.
Neil will give you exact details of when he needs to know, at the February
meeting.

The Assen meeting is over the 3™, & 4™ of September.

Neil Can be contacted on 01358 722071 after 7.00pm. -- if you are
serious about going, contact him before the February meeting if you

wish -- the sooner, the better,

October - We'll have another quiz, just to finish the biking season in style !
(in the style of 'what' exactly, will remain to be seen, but we'll do it
anyway ! )

Landmarks Tour. Myseif and Stevie Ewen will endeavour to set up and
run a competition over the season which will involve participants getting
their ‘photies’ taken of their bikes , adjacent to some famous Scots
landmarks. The winner will be the one with the most photos, by a given
date. Full details will emerge, once we have got our bums into gear and
actually organised it |

( trust us, we're adults and everything, you know, ... I even go to the
shops on my own now )
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We'll have a Xmas 'Do’ at the end of the year again, and I have no doubt
that there will be other little 'gems' that occur over the season which will
require the minimum of planning or indeed be "spontaneous and spur of
the moment".  We've already been asked to organise some 'Saturday
Runs' in addition to the Sunday stuff already planned....I'm all for that, as
I am sure you will be too....the more we can do, the better it is for the
members of the club.
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A FINAL THOUGHT -

Charlie Ross has offered to run '‘BASIC MOTORCYCLE MECHANICAL
APPRECIATION' sessions, commencing in late February.

He has said he would be glad to start with the very basics of Bike
Maintenance and Repair, in an effort to help those of us who do not
have vast amounts of technical know-how when it comes to our bikes.

Anyone who is interested ( and for once, it's FREE I! ) in taking up this
offer, please let me know, either by telling me at the February
Meeting of give me a call , (Alun Jenkins on 01779 841520) and | will
arrange it with Charlie when | see him next.

( 1 understand that Charlie has the use of a large garage/shed in which
he would be able to run these sessions and would be happy to show
individuals pointers on their own machines).

Thanks again! ...

A.d.
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